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Headteacher Update Friday 18 October 2024

We've had a busy and exciting week at Hillside! We began with an assembly in
recognition of Black History Month, where we celebrated the contributions of
Mary Seacole during the Crimean War and the perseverance of Michael Jordan
in becoming one of the greatest athletes of all time. Both serve as incredible
examples of dedication and resilience.

| had another proud moment this week as | welcomed prospective parents during
our Open Morning. It was wonderful to be greeted by so many smiles and to see
our children working hard in their classrooms, showcasing what makes our school
such a special place.

A big thank you to everyone who was able to join us for our Celebration of
Achievement afternoon. It was fantastic to see so many of you exploring the
children's work and celebrating their efforts. Looking ahead, we have parent
consultations next week—a valuable opportunity to discuss how your children
are settling into the new academic year and progressing in their work.

| know it may seem early, but I'd like to mention Christmas! | understand many of
you are eager to know the dates and times for our Christmas performances. We
will aim to share these with you before half term, as it's always one of the highlights
of our school calendar.

Just a quick reminder: half-term is approaching, with the children's last day being
Friday, 25th October. We also have an INSET day on Monday, 4th
November, so the school will be closed to children on that day. We look forward
to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday, 5th November.

I'd also like to kindly request your continued support with the drop-off zone.
Please use the lane solely for drop-offs to help avoid traffic congestion. We've
noticed some cars parking there, which has caused delays. Your cooperation would
be greatly appreciated.

Finally, | want to say how impressed I've been with the children's manners when I've
been out at the gate this week. Hearing "Good morning, Mr. Graves!" and seeing so
many smiling faces really makes my day.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!

Healthy regards, Mr. Graves
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WEEKLY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE
Little Owls | 87%
Little Owls 2 82%
Tawny Owls | | 95%
Tawny Owls 2 | 99%
Tawny Owls 3 | 96%
Snowy Owls | | 97%
Snowy Owls 2 | 97%
Snowy Owils 3 | 94%
Whole School 93%
Target
The school day begins
at 08:40
Gates open at 08:30
School finishes at 15:00

Half term

Monday 28" — Friday
1** November
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Congratulations to the following children
for being our latest Stars of the Week:
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Little Little
Owis | Owls 2
Elijah Aria
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M Tawny Tawny
Owis | Owls 2
Hannah Harley
Snowy Snowy
Owis | Owls 2
Vinnie Ava

Hot chocolate time!

Tawny
Owis 3
Zachary

Snowy
Owis 3
Clay
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Owen’s favourlte book is “My First
Encyclopaedia”. | love this book
because | get to learn about cities,
our solar system and space, natural
disasters, animals, human anatomy,/* |
plants, jungles and rainforests, the ¢
North and South Pole, our Earth, 8

science, dinosaurs, how to be "
healthy and basically...everything!”
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Isla won 1st prize in a pebble painting
competition in the Bartley Horticultural Society
Village Show (This is where her grandparents live
and they entered hers and her dad's pebbles).

The theme was 'Summer days'.

Isla’s Dad only managed 3rd prize on the adult
competition! Isla won £3!

Margot rode to school for
the first time during the
national ride to school
week, she cracked riding
her bike over the summer
holidays and has tried
really hard.

She really enjoyed her ride to school and is
now trying to master gears and directions.

Well done Margot!




UPCOMING

September
Tuesday 3™
Inset Day

Wednesday 4"
Inset Day

Monday 16"
Individual & Sibling Photographs
Thursday 19" |

PTA AGM - new members welcome OVG mb e I’

18:00 at Hillside First School
Monday 4" ]

B Friday 13t
ursday

~ Flu Immunisation
Jctober

Friday 8"
Wednesday 2™ School Disco

New Parents Open Morning 2
09:00 - 11:00 Monday 11
Remembrance Assembly

Wednesday 2" Anti Bullying (Friendship Week) ?ﬁ
New Parents Open Evening . Friday 15 /
17:00 - 13:00 g % Children in Need

Monday 7" . Monday 18" b
Harvest Assembly 4z *# Dog’s Trust Assembly and KS1 Workshops

Thursday 10 Tuesday 19"
World Mental Health Day Dog’s Trust KS2 Workshops

Wednesday 20"

Wednesday 16"
New Parents Open Morning

New Parents Open Morning
09:00 - 11:00 09:00 - 11:00
Wednesday 20"
% New Parents Open Morning
~ Parent Consultations 09:00 - 11:00
(3 Wednesday 23™ Friday 22"
Parent Consultations Mufti Day for Christmas Tombola

Monday 21

Monday 28" - Friday 1** November Friday 29'h ‘_,v'l
Half Term Christmas Fayre .@

e

www.hilisidefirstschool.org ~ 01202 822737 ~ officeQhilisidefirstschool.org




SKILLS &

LEARNING

Adult Community Education

FREE Online Courses for
Parents/Grandparents/Carers

Family Learning bring you these great FREE adult courses to help you

support and enable your child’s future academic and social success

Gourse Coursa Title pay | S | B | Startpate | End Date

FN1631G Family Learning: Autism Awareness Tue 10:00 | 13:00 1070652024 1000802024
Family Learning: Intreduction to

FN1655G Psychology Maon 18:30 | 20:30 1670672024 211072024

FN1633G Family Learning: Autism Awareness Tue 18:00 | 21:00 17/06//2024 1710802024
Family Learning: Supparting Your

FN1679G Own Mental Wellbeing Thu 18:00 | 21:00 19/06//2024 168/08/2024
Family Learning: Understanding ¥Your

FN1708G Child's Behaviour Tue 18:30 | 20:30 01/10/2024 2311072024
Family Learning: Understanding ¥Your

FN1707TG Child's Behaviour Tue 10:00 | 12:30 01/10/2024 2311072024
Family Learning: Understanding and
Supporting your Child's Mental

FH1704G Health Thu 18:30 | 20:30 03r10/2024 2411002024
Family Learning: Supporting Your

FN1681G Own Mental Wellbeing Tue 18:00 | 21:00 A5r1172024 051172024

FN1637G Family Learning: Autism Awareness Tue 10:00 | 13:00 A5r1172024 051172024

FN1639G Family Learning: Autism Awareness Thu 18:00 | 21:00 a7ri1ra024 071172024
Family Learning: Understanding ¥Your

FH1710G Child's Behaviour Tue 10:00 | 12:30 1871172024 1001272024
Family Learning: Understanding and
Supporting your Child's Mental

FN1705G Health Tue 18:30 | 20:30 1871172024 1001272024
Family Learning: Understanding ¥Your

FN1711G Child's Behaviour Thu 18:30 | 20:30 2171172024 1211272024

Book your place now by contacting the below

Lc

Education & Skilks
Funding Agency

M3 disability _ {: .

B confident

ST ]

ofsted

Caod
Priawhicn

-9

Dorset

Council




Do you run a ¢

QO club, activity fit
ﬂ group, art or C
club?

Hire our

Our school hall and large outdoor space
are available for hire.

Our facilities are available to book

on weekday evenings, weekends
and holidays.

Contact us:

Hillside First School

Hillside Road, Verwood, Dorset BH31 7HE

For further information contact us at
office@hillsidefirstschool.org or 01202 822737

www.hillsidefirstschool.org




School @lﬂb&

Hillside First School are pleased to offer the following clubs:

Monday
15:00-16:00 — Creative Dance (Year R-2)
16:00-17:00 — Creative Dance (Year 3-4)

Tuesday

08:00-08:30 — Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club (Year R-4)
12:00-12:30 — Sports & Fitness Lunch Club (Year R-4)
15:00-15:50 — After School Football Club (Year 1-4)

Friday
Lessons in school — Rocksteady
15:00-16:00 — Dodgeball /Bench ball (Year 1-4)

DORSET

HILLSIDE FIRST SCHOOL
E:)R'AE\ANT&\:I E AFTER SCHOOL DANCE CLUB

Fun and creative dance
classes for children
attending

Hillside First School
Password for booking:
Hillside2024!!

Mondays 3pm Reception, Years 1 & 2
Mondays 4pm Years 3 & 4




