
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside News 

 

  

Christmas Fayre 
 

 
Friday 29th November 

17:00 – 19:30 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Tree Donations 
Needed Please 

Do you have an artificial 
Christmas tree that you 

could donate to the 
school?  

We are aiming to collect at 
least 10 trees to help 

decorate for our Christmas 
Fayre on 29th November. 
Any donations would be 

greatly appreciated! 
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Little Owls1 96% 

Little Owls 2 85% 

Tawny Owls 1 99% 

Tawny Owls 2 99% 

Tawny Owls 3 96% 

Snowy Owls 1 96% 

Snowy Owls 2 99% 

Snowy Owls 3 97% 

Whole School 96% 

Target 

 
The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 15th November 2024 
 

What a Great Week! There has been a buzz of activity across our school 

this week. On Sunday, I attended the Verwood Remembrance Service 

and laid a wreath on behalf of our school alongside four of our Year 4 

children. It was a very fitting service, and it was great to see past and 

present Hillside children in attendance. We also observed a two-minute 

silence across the school. Thank you for all the poppy donations 

throughout last week and to our Year 4 students who visited each class 

to sell them. Further details are below. 
 

Monday was a memorable day for our children with the African 

Drumming Workshop. A huge thank you to our PTA for funding this 

event, allowing all of the children to participate. Having worked with 

Cheikh before, I knew we were in for a real treat! I’ve included a few 

photos below. 
 

In recognition of Friendship Week (Anti-Bullying Week), we celebrated 

Odd Socks Day on Tuesday, emphasising that everyone is unique and 

different. I’ll be sharing some of our winning Friendship posters over the 

next couple of weeks. More details below. 
 

Today, we supported Children in Need, another important and worthy 

cause. Thank you for getting involved by dressing the children in spots 

and for your generous donations. 
 

Yesterday was World Diabetes Day, and I’ve included a heartfelt 

message from Logan’s mum below, sharing the incredible journey Logan 

has been through in his young life. A true inspiration! 
 

Our Year 3 and 4 students have also written pen pal letters to Verwood 

Care Home, which I dropped off yesterday. This project gives their 

writing real purpose, and we hope it will brighten the residents' days. 

Fingers crossed we receive some replies! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Best wishes,  Mr. Graves 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children 

for being our latest Stars of the Week: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tawny 
Owls 1 

Ellie 

Tawny 
Owls 2 

Ethan 
 

Tawny 
Owls 3 

Tessa 
 

Snowy 
Owls 1 

Jack  

Snowy 
Owls 2 

Finley 

Snowy 

Owls 3 
Indie 

Little 

Owls 1 
Levi 

Little 
Owls 2 
Jaxon 

 

 

      

 
Hot chocolate time! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If you're planning to purchase books as gifts 
through Scholastic, please consider selecting our 

school at checkout. Doing so will help raise valuable 
funds for us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/spend-your-rewards 
 

 

Hollie loves to read "The Tickle Book" Written by Ian Whybrow Illustrations by Axel Scheffler.  "I love to 

read this book because it has lots of surprises in it. I have been reading it for a long time over and over again. 

You can lift the flaps and make the pictures move. I like the characters, especially the tickle monster because 

he keeps popping out.  When the tickle monster comes, I get to tickle my dad! It's a really good book for 

young children and children who love tickles." 

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/spend-your-rewards


 

African Drumming Workshop 

 

Our African Drumming Workshop was a great success! Children in Years R–2 enjoyed an interactive assembly 

first thing in the morning, while our Year 3 and 4 children participated in a hands-on workshop, followed by a 

lively performance for parents—some even showed off their dance moves! 

 

Afterwards, Cheikh shared his appreciation: “Thank you for inviting me to Hillside First School yesterday. I 
really enjoyed sharing so much fun with the pupils, teachers, and some parents.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Remembrance Tribute and Friendship Week Activities 
As part of our Remembrance tribute, each child created their own cross, which was then laid next to the Verwood 

town centre memorial site. Additionally, children who are members of Cubs, Beavers, Scouts, Guides, and similar 

groups were invited to wear their uniforms to school on Monday, where we observed a respectful two-minute 

silence. 
 
On Tuesday, the we recognised Odd Socks Day as part of Friendship Week (Anti-Bullying Week). Children have 

been busy designing posters to promote awareness, with winners to be announced on Monday. These posters 

will be displayed around the school to reinforce the message of kindness and inclusivity. 

 

 
 

 

 

          
                   Jayden represented Verwood town 

     football club at the Remembrance Service. 

 



 

Odd Socks Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Would your child like to be included in the 
Hillside Heroes feature of our newsletter? 

 

If you would like to share a photo and a short 
explanation of something your child is proud of—

whether it’s earning a swimming badge, creating 

artwork, learning to ride a bike, or mastering a times 
table—please send it to office@hillsidefirstschool.org for 

consideration. 
 

We’ll post the submissions in the order they’re received. 

 
This will be limited to one submission 

per academic year, per child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A friendly reminder that we are a nut-free 
school! To keep all of our children safe, 

especially those with nut allergies, please 
make sure no nuts or nut-containing products 

are included in lunch boxes or snacks. 
 

For children with allergies, even small traces 
can trigger serious reactions. By keeping 

snacks nut-free, you’re helping us create a 
safe, welcoming environment for everyone. 

 

Thank you so much for your support 
and understanding. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan’s Story – World Diabetes Day 
 

Yesterday was World Diabetes Day, and we would like to recognize everyone who lives with diabetes and their 

inspirational stories. Here at Hillside First School, we are especially proud to celebrate one of our very own superstars. Not 

all superheroes wear capes, and Logan is an inspiration to us all. I encourage you to take a moment to read his story below: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After two promotions in two seasons, the Verwood 
Eagles u8s are now playing more challenging teams. 
They have continued to work together and improve 
leading to some fantastic results so far this season. 

We are so proud of Arthur for 
how hard he is trying in and 
out of school, he has taken it 

upon himself at home to 
make a word book to practice 

his sounds and words. 

George won ‘player of the match’ 
versus Poole Town recently, after 

putting in a great performance. This 
included two goals and two assists. 

Amazing, well done George! 

Fantastic Arthur, well done! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hillside First School are pleased to offer the following clubs: 
 

Monday  
15:00-16:00 – Creative Dance (Year R-2) 
16:00-17:00 – Creative Dance (Year 3-4) 
 

Tuesday 

08:00-08:30 – Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club (Year R-4) 
12:00-12:30 – Sports & Fitness Lunch Club (Year R-4) 
15:00-15:50 – After School Football Club (Year 1-4) 
  

Friday 

Lessons in school – Rocksteady 

15:00-16:00 – Dodgeball /Bench ball (Year 1-4) 
 


