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Hillside News 

 

  

 
 

Thursday 19th 
December – school 

finishes at the usual 
time 

 

Children return on  
Tuesday 7th January 

2025 

 

 

 
 

Party Day! 

 
 

Wednesday 18th 

December 

 

This is a free Mufti 

Day for all our 

children.  Children 

are invited to wear 

party clothes. 
 
 
 

WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Little Owls1 86% 

Little Owls 2 80% 

Tawny Owls 1 98% 

Tawny Owls 2 93% 

Tawny Owls 3 92% 

Snowy Owls 1 86% 

Snowy Owls 2 89% 

Snowy Owls 3 97% 

Whole School 90% 

Target 

 
The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 13th December 2024 
 

We’ve had another busy and exciting week at school! 
 

All our children’s roles across the school have been finalised, and everyone has 

attended their first meetings for Librarians, Eco Warriors, School Parliament, and 

Play and Sports Leaders. Unfortunately, our badge supplier is experiencing some 

delays, so the children’s badges for some roles have not yet arrived, but we hope to 

have them soon. 
 

I didn’t get a chance to mention the Rocksteady Music concert last Friday afternoon, 

which was fantastic! I was incredibly impressed with our rock stars as they 

showcased their singing, drumming, and guitar-playing skills in front of the whole 

school and parents. It was awesome to see their talent and confidence! 
 

Earlier this week, some of our Year 3 and 4 children visited Verwood House Care 

Home to spread some Christmas cheer. They performed a selection of Christmas 

songs and enjoyed chatting with the residents over squash and biscuits. We are 

incredibly proud of their efforts and the joy they brought to everyone involved! 
 

Thank you for your entries to our writing competition. After some tough 

deliberations, the Librarians have chosen the following stories as the winning entries: 
 

Year 1: Peyton Year 2: Layla  Year 3: Molly  Year 4: Indie 
 

Well done to all who took part! 
 

Thank you to those who attended our open afternoon. It was another wonderful 

opportunity to look at your children’s work and see what they have been learning 

in class. 
 

On Wednesday morning, our Year 3 and 4 children enjoyed a very interesting 

assembly from Mr. John Tolley, who taught them about flags from the United 

Kingdom, Europe, and the United States of America. It was fascinating and engaging!  

To top it off, Mr. Tolley kindly gifted the children a flags jigsaw. 
 

A big thank you to our PTA for organizing the second part of our Pyjama Movie 

Night for children in Years 2–4. The children were so excited and thoroughly 

enjoyed the movie! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend, and I can’t believe there are now only 12 sleeps until 

Christmas Day! 
 

Best wishes, Mr. Graves 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children 

for being our latest Stars of the Week: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tawny 
Owls 1 

Tawny 
Owls 2 

 

Tawny 
Owls 3 

 

Snowy 
Owls 1 

 

Snowy 
Owls 2 

Snowy 
Owls 3 

Little 

Owls 1 

Little 
Owls 2 

 

Star of the Week will return in the New Year, as 

the hall is currently being used for rehearsal 

practice in preparation for our Christmas shows. 

 



 

Christmas Songs at Verwood House Care Home 

           

 
Flags assembly with Mr John Tolley 

 
Netball 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

              
 

          



 

           
 

 
 
 



 

           
 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indiana swam amazingly in his 
lesson this December, earning 

his 200m distance badge! 

On Sunday 8th December. Gracie took 
part in her first gymnastics competition. 

 

She took part in a floor sequence 
 and the vault and she achieved 

5th overall. 
 

We are all very proud of her. 

Fantastic, well done Indiana! 
Amazing, well done 

Gracie! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tawny Owls 1 
 

Lucius enjoyed reading the book ‘Dinosaurs in my School’  

by Timothy Knapman and Sarah Warburton. 
 

“I really like this book because I love dinosaurs and the teachers don’t know they are in 

the school.  I really like the part when the Spinosaurus steals the goal posts!  It is a really 

funny book, it makes me laugh.” 

The Christmas period can be a very exciting but often stressful time of the year for many people. It 
can be a time with lots of change, social interaction and expectations. The National Autistic Society 
and The Autism Awareness Centre have put together a brief list of resources and tips that may prove 
helpful in making this festive period as special and stress free as possible.  Please click on the logos 
below for further information. 

https://autismawarenesscentre.com/christmas-with-autism-hold-the-expectations/
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/professional-practice/christmas-resources


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hillside First School are pleased to offer the following clubs: 
 

Monday  
15:00-16:00 – Creative Dance (Year R-2) 
16:00-17:00 – Creative Dance (Year 3-4) 
 

Tuesday 

08:00-08:30 – Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club (Year R-4) 
12:00-12:30 – Sports & Fitness Lunch Club (Year R-4) 
15:00-15:50 – After School Football Club (Year 1-4) 
  

Friday 

Lessons in school – Rocksteady 

15:00-16:00 – Dodgeball /Bench ball (Year 1-4) 
 


