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Hillside News 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

Friday 7th February 

Children are invited to 

wear their favourite 

number to school—this 

could be on a t-shirt, 

badge, or even a 

homemade design. We 

look forward to a fun-

filled day of number-

themed activities! 

WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Little Owls 1 96% 

Little Owls 2 94% 

Tawny Owls 1 100% 

Tawny Owls 2 98% 

Tawny Owls 3 96% 

Snowy Owls 1 95% 

Snowy Owls 2 96% 

Snowy Owls 3 97% 

Whole School 96% 

Target 

 
The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 31th January 2025 
 

It has been one of those weeks you don’t want to end! I have been incredibly impressed 

and proud of everything happening across the school. 

 

Our Eco Warriors have been working hard, checking classrooms to ensure recycling bins 

are used correctly and that we are being energy efficient. They also led an assembly to share 

their current focus and launched the crisp packet recycling scheme, which the children 

have embraced enthusiastically. 

 

Our Play Leaders have been busy organising playtimes across the school, and the children 

have responded brilliantly. Meanwhile, our older children in Years 3 and 4 have been 

having great fun, getting creative with their den building and camp-making activities. 

 

The Reading Exchange has been a fantastic success! Each class paired up with another to 

share stories and promote a love of reading. The children engaged wonderfully, and we 

hope to continue fostering this enthusiasm. More details can be found below. 

 

The Circus is Coming to Hillside! 🎪 

You may have heard the exciting news—the circus is coming to Hillside First School 

on Sunday, 13th July! This is a first for our school, and we can’t wait. Please see the flyer 

below for details on how to book your tickets. 

 

Educational Visits 

This half-term, we have several exciting educational visits planned: 

Year 1 will be visiting East Dorset Museum. 

Years 3 and 4 will be heading to Winchester Science Centre next week, followed by 

a walk across the heath to put their Ordnance Survey skills to the test. 

Reception and Year 2 will have their visits after half-term. 

 

Supporting Emotional Literacy 

I’ve included some top tips below to help develop children’s emotional literacy, which 

you may find useful. 

 

And Finally… 

In case you didn’t know, the Men’s Six Nations Rugby Championship kicks off 

tomorrow! Come on, England!  

   
Have a great weekend. 

 

Best wishes, 
 

Mr. Graves 

 

Monday 3rd – Friday 7th 
February 

 
Children’s Mental 

Health week 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children 

for being our latest Stars of the Week: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tawny 
Owls 1 
Jessica 

Tawny 
Owls 2 

Sophia 
 

Tawny 
Owls 3 

Edward 
 

Snowy 
Owls 1 

Mason  

Snowy 
Owls 2 

Ava 

Snowy 
Owls 3 

Arabella 

Little 

Owls 1 
Casey 

Little 
Owls 2 
Dom 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tawny Owls 3:  Lola and Layla both love fairy tales. 

 

Lola's favourite tale is Cinderella. " I like it because . . .She 

really wanted to go to the ball but her step sisters said NO! 

And I really like the fairy godmother because she gives her a 

beautiful dress and shoes. I wish I was Cinderella and lived in a 

palace with a prince." 

 

Layla's favourite character is Aurora in Sleeping Beauty. 

However, she really enjoys reading Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs." I like it because there is the rhyme "Mirror, mirror 

on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?" I like the 
characters, especially the evil queen because it makes the story 

so exciting when she makes the poison apple." 

Congratulations to Elsie in Year 4! She was chosen as the winner of the Verwood 

House Care Home bauble decoration competition, which they kindly organised for 

our children at Hillside. 

This week, Emilia from the care home visited us to present Elsie with her prize. 

A big thank you to everyone for your support! 
 

 



 

This week at school, we are hosting a Reading Exchange, where different classes are pairing up to read 

together. Today, Snowy Owls 1 and Little Owls 1 took part, and the children absolutely loved it! 

Some of their excited comments included: 

"Best day ever!" 

"That was fun!" 

"Can we do it again?" 

"I loved it!" 

It's wonderful to see our children so enthusiastic about books as we continue to promote a love of reading! 

 

 

 
 

        
 

      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

A Reminder About Safety at the Zebra Crossing 

We kindly ask all parents and carers to be mindful when waiting or chatting near the zebra 

crossing by the school field gate. A recent incident highlighted the potential danger when a 

child suddenly stepped onto the crossing from behind a group of adults, nearly resulting in an 

accident. 

To keep everyone safe, please ensure the crossing remains clear and that children are always 

visible to drivers. Your awareness and cooperation will help prevent any accidents and keep 

our school community safe. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harrison joined Verwood 
town cobras football team a 

couple of months ago. 

Alicia recently 
organising a protest 

against climate 
change and cutting 

down trees. 

Fantastic, well done Harrison! Amazing, well done Alicia! 

Aroma cafe kindly agreed to display 
Alicia’s poster. 

I am so proud of Alicia. 

He got player off the week after Sundays 
game, not only scoring his first goal for his 

team but scoring a Hattrick.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School are pleased to offer the following clubs: 
 

Monday  
15:00-16:00 – Creative Dance (Year R-2) 
16:00-17:00 – Creative Dance (Year 3-4) 
 

Tuesday 

08:00-08:30 – Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club (Year R-4) 
12:00-12:30 – Sports & Fitness Lunch Club (Year R-4) 
15:00-15:50 – After School Football Club (Year 1-4) 
  

Friday 

Lessons in school – Rocksteady 

15:00-16:00 – Dodgeball /Bench ball (Year 1-4) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


