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Ways to support times table knowledge 

➢ Count and look for patterns.
➢ Understand that multiplication is repeated addition.
➢ Remember that multiplication is commutative. 
➢ Remember that multiplication is the inverse of division. 
➢ Recall and utilise fact families. 
Use different representations to represent multiplication, such as:
➢ Concrete manipulatives suck as multilink cubes or counters.
➢ Create pictorial representations such as arrays. 









Counting and looking for patterns

Example: Counting in 2s 
2, 4, 6, 8, 10… 

● Ensure children have a strong understanding of counting in groups first.
● When children are secure with counting, they can then look for patterns.



Repeated addition

Knowing that 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 is equal to 2 x 4

2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = ? 2 x 4 = ?



Multiplication is commutative

3 x 2 is equal to 2 x 3

Children need to understand that multiplication can be completed in any order to produce 
the same answer. Sometimes this link needs to be made explicit. 

3 lots of 2 = 6

2 lots of 3 = 6



Multiplication is the inverse of division

20 ÷ 5 = 4 can be worked out because 5 x 4 = 20

Using pictorial representations (such as arrays) is useful here for children to see the link 
between multiplication and division. 



Fact families

4 x 5 = 20, 5 x 4 = 20, 20 ÷ 5 = 4, 20 ÷ 4 = 5

Due to their commutative understanding, children should also be able to see whole number 
families. For many children this will need to be pointed out and discussed. 

20

4 5



Using known facts

4 x 6 = ?
I know 4 x 5 = 20

Therefore, 20 + 4 = 24

By using known facts from ‘easier’ times tables, children should be able to find answers 
with increasing speed. 
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Thank You for your 
time.


