
 

8th September 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside News 

 

  

 

 

 

We raised £156 

for the NSPCC 

– thank you for 

your support! 

WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Little Owls 1 98% 

Little Owls 2 93% 

Tawny Owls 1 98% 

Tawny Owls 2 93% 

Tawny Owls 3 96% 

Snowy Owls 1 99% 

Snowy Owls 2 99% 

Snowy Owls 3 90% 

Whole School 96% 

Target 

 
The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 14th February 2025 
 

Well, that’s another half term completed, and it ended on a high note with another 

positive week across the school for our children. 

 

We celebrated Internet Safety Day with an assembly led by Mrs. Davis, our 

Computing Lead. All our children then took part in focused sessions on online safety. 

Remember, being safe online isn’t just a one-day event—it’s a continuous 

conversation throughout the academic year during our computing lessons. It’s 

incredible to think how quickly technology has advanced since my own days at First 

School, when we queued for a five-minute slot on a computer that often crashed! 

Nowadays, you can get online from almost anywhere and on multiple devices. The 

internet is a remarkable tool when used safely and responsibly. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has updated their details on Arbor, our new 

management information system. A special thank you goes to Mrs. Tarrant for 

working tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure a seamless implementation for the 

team at Hillside. 

 

Year 1 enjoyed an exciting visit to the East Dorset Museum on Monday as part of 

their Toys learning experience—right down to the coach ride, which generated 

plenty of excitement! Meanwhile, our Year 3 and 4 children ventured out again, this 

time exploring the heathland right on our doorstep. We feel incredibly lucky! A huge 

thank you to East Dorset Museum and to Sarah Allen and her team at the Dorset 

Urban Heath Partnership for arranging everything and making the visit possible. 

 

Our Snowy Owls classes added a competitive twist to the week with the culmination 

of the Battle of the Bands times table competition! Every class participated 

enthusiastically, and all children got involved. Certificates were awarded to the top 

three ‘most valuable’ players in each class during a special assembly, and a trophy 

was presented to the winning class—Snowy Owls 2! Congratulations to them and 

to all the children for their superb efforts. 

 

Finally, a massive thank you to all of you for your ongoing support—to our 

volunteers, local school committee members, dedicated staff team, and, of course, 

our wonderful children. 

 

Wishing you all a fantastic half term. I look forward to welcoming you back on 

Tuesday 25th February. 

 

Best wishes, Mr. Graves 
 

INSET DAY 
 

Monday 24th February 
 

Children return 
 

Tuesday  25th February 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returns after half term 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Levi, Frank and Harrison in LO1 all 

chose their favourite book Stickman 

by Julia Donaldson. 

 

Levi said his favourite part was when 

Stickman was taken by the dog. Frank liked 

when stickman got a lift back home from 

Father Christmas in his sleigh and Harrison 

thinks the whole book is great! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our Year 3 and 4 children enjoyed an educational visit 

to the heathland next to our school as part of a "What Makes 

Dorset So Special?" experience! The session focused on 

geography through a variety of activities, including: A guided 

walk exploring local maps, creating their own sketch maps, 

playing an OS map symbol bingo, discovering nature’s colour 

palette and a wildlife talk featuring models and images.  It was 

a fantastic opportunity for learning outside the classroom.  
 

 

 

We welcomed back Mrs. Drummond 

for a few days this week and look forward 

to her returning to Snowy Owls 1 after 

the half term break. 

 

 

Mrs. Monger, who is completing her teacher training, will be 

working at another school during the second half of the Spring 

Term as part of her placement in a different setting. We wish her 

every success and look forward to welcoming her back at the 

start of the summer term. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millie performed in her first 
Dance show ‘Once upon a fairy 

tale’. She performed in two 
dances ‘Rapunzel’ and ‘The 

Gingerbread man’. 

Fantastic, well done Mason! 
What a superstar Millie, well done! 

Mason recently played for his team, Verwood Town 
Eagles. He played very well and earnt ‘Player of 
the Match’ award.  He scored two goals and two 

assists. Mason loves being part of the team, 
especially when he’s scoring goals! 

He is proud of the Eagles and the hard 
work they put in every week. 

Millie showed star quality 
and smiled all the way 

through! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School are pleased to offer the following clubs: 
 

Monday  
15:00-16:00 – Creative Dance (Year R-2) 
16:00-17:00 – Creative Dance (Year 3-4) 
 

Tuesday 

08:00-08:30 – Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club (Year R-4) 
12:00-12:30 – Sports & Fitness Lunch Club (Year R-4) 
15:00-15:50 – After School Football Club (Year 1-4) 
  

Friday 

Lessons in school – Rocksteady 

15:00-16:00 – Dodgeball /Bench ball (Year 1-4) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


