
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside News 

 
WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Little Owls 1 99% 

Little Owls 2 100% 

Tawny Owls 1 94% 

Tawny Owls 2 99% 

Tawny Owls 3 99% 

Snowy Owls 1 98% 

Snowy Owls 2 97% 

Snowy Owls 3 94% 

Whole School 97% 
Target 

 
 

The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 19th June 2026 
 

It has been another busy week across the school! 
 

On Monday, we held a practice run-through for our Sports Morning next week. We also 

welcomed some of our new families who will be joining us in September for a Stay and Play 

session, held information events ahead of Transfer Day and the new academic year, and 

finished the week with our popular Someone Special Shop and school discos. There has 

certainly been plenty going on! 
 

With some very warm weather forecast for next week, we will be keeping a close eye on 

conditions ahead of Sports Morning. The current forecast, which seems to change daily, 

suggests a slightly cooler start to the day, with the highest temperatures expected after the 

event is due to finish. 
 

We are considering a range of measures to ensure everyone remains safe and comfortable, 

including shortening the children's rotations, building in additional drink breaks and, if 

necessary, adapting or removing the running races. Please ensure that your child has sun 

cream applied before arriving at school and brings a hat to help protect them from the sun. 
 

I am also happy for children in the Black Team to wear a lighter-coloured T-shirt if they wish, 

with "Black Team" written clearly on it (if possible). We will continue to monitor the forecast 

and keep families updated. 
 

It was a great start for England's men's football team at the FIFA World Cup on Wednesday. 

I only watched the first half before heading to bed and then checked the result the following 

morning! Some of the stadiums being used for the tournament are incredible.  The singing of 

the Scottish fans during the national anthem, at the weekend, was particularly impressive. It 

was reported that a sound level of 125 decibels was recorded during the anthem, apparently 

the loudest noise ever recorded at a World Cup match! 
 

This got me thinking about something we have been discussing with our Year 4 children as 

they prepare to leave us at the end of the academic year. We have been asking them what 

they would like to be when they grow up, and the range of answers has been fantastic: vet, 

doctor, professional footballer, gamer, accountant, professional mountain biker, teacher and 

many more. I wonder if any of the players currently competing at the World Cup would have 

said "professional footballer" when they were sitting in their first school classrooms. I 

remember saying that I wanted to be a professional rugby player, although at the time that 

would have had to be rugby league, as rugby union wasn't yet a professional sport! 
 

I also heard one class this week discussing the people who inspire them, and it was fascinating 

to listen to their responses. With Father's Day approaching this weekend, many of us may 

think of our own dads, grandads, stepdads or father figures as our heroes. It might be worth 

reflecting on the qualities they have and how they made, or continue to make, us feel that 

makes them so special. 
 

Whatever you have planned, I hope you have a wonderful weekend and enjoy spending time 

with those who matter most. 
 

Take care, Mr Graves 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebration 

Assembly 
 

Celebration 

Assembly will 

continue to take 

place on Thursdays 

during the summer 

term. 

Tuesday 23rd June 

09:00 – 11:30am 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children 

for being our latest Stars of the Week: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Little 
Owls 1 

Henry 

Little 

Owls 2 

Lillie  

Tawny 
Owls 1 
Millie 

Tawny 

Owls 2 

Max 

Tawny 

Owls 3 

Kayden 

Snowy 

Owls 1 

Layla 

Snowy 
Owls 2 
Finley 

Snowy 
Owls 3 

Romeo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge shout out to Zack, who has been an absolute 
superstar at the Verwood Tournament recently.  From 

helping carry crates and set up on Friday after school, to 
working from 6.30am to 5.00pm on both Saturday and 

Sunday, he has been a massive help throughout. 

Whether it was serving on the kiosk, taking money, litter 
picking or restocking drinks, he was always willing to help 

wherever needed. 
 

With his own football session cancelled this weekend, Zack 
could have enjoyed some time off, but instead he chose to 
give up his weekend to support the club and tournament. 

 

Thank you, Zachary. Your hard work, positive attitude and 
commitment have been amazing. You are a real credit to 

yourself and the club. 

Fantastic Zack, 
well done! 

This weekend we were at 
Moors Valley, and he and 

was very excited to be able 
to drive his Grandad’s steam 

engine all by himself. 

Amazing Oliver, well done! 

Oliver spends some weekends going to different 
steam shows with his Grandad and Uncle. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health 
Matters 
At Hillside First School, we believe that looking after our mental wellbeing is just as important as looking 
after our physical health. For children (and adults too!), feeling calm, happy, and supported helps us all 
to learn and grow. 
 

To help families nurture positive mental health at home, we have created a dedicated Wellbeing 
section on our school website.  This space is filled with practical ideas, helpful tips, and links to trusted 
resources to support children’s emotional development and overall wellbeing. 
 

Each week we will feature a resource that offers expert guidance and practical parenting tips.  We hope 
you find these suggestions helpful and supportive.  

All of the Mental Health Matters features can be found on our website here.  

This week’s focus is 
“changes & endings” 
 

Help your child cope with 
changes and endings by 
acknowledging their 
feelings, preparing them in 
advance when possible, and 
creating space for reflection 
and rituals. Sharing your 
own coping strategies and 
celebrating memories can 
support resilience and 
understanding that endings 
are a normal part of life. 
 

Supporting information can 

be found here.  

https://www.hillsidefirstschool.org/parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/services-in-schools/mental-health-services-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.hillsidefirstschool.org/parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-matters
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/article/my-child-struggles-with-changes-and-endings


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 
 

Club Booking Information 

MONDAY 

Creative Dance 
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) 
16:00–17:00 (Year 3-4) 
 

 
Book here for Year R-2 
Book here for Year 3-4 
Password: Hillside2026 

Computer Xplorers 
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) 

 
Book here 
 

TUESDAY 

BRS Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club 
08:00-08:30 (Year R-4) 

 
Book via Arbor app 

BRS Sports & Fitness Lunch Club 
12:00-12:30 (Year R-4) 

 
Book via Arbor app 

BRS After School Football Club 
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) 

 
Book via Arbor app 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Discover Your Imagination 
15:00-16:15 (Year 1-2) 

 
Book here 
 

THURSDAY 

Forest School 
15:00-16:00 

 
Book here 

Discover Your Imagination 
15:00-16:15 (Year 3-4) 

 
Book here 
 

FRIDAY 
Rocksteady Music School 
Lessons take place in school 

 
Book here 
 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School offers a wide range of 
after-school clubs to enrich children’s learning 
and creativity beyond the classroom. From 
sports and dance to music and computing, 
there’s something for every child's interest 
and development. 

https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-swh7-20250915150000
https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-s3hx-20250915160000
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-s6l6l-20260415150000
https://www.pooleforestschool.com/after-school-clubs.html
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-so2fo-20260416150000
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org

