
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside News 

 
WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Little Owls 1 97% 

Little Owls 2 95% 

Tawny Owls 1 94% 

Tawny Owls 2 90% 

Tawny Owls 3 98% 

Snowy Owls 1 94% 

Snowy Owls 2 98% 

Snowy Owls 3 96% 

Whole School 95% 
Target 

 
 

The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 17th July 2026 
 

As we come to the end of our final full week of the academic year, with just three 

school days remaining before we break up on Wednesday 23rd July, it feels like the 

perfect opportunity to reflect on what has been another fantastic year at Hillside. 

 

It has been a year filled with learning, laughter, new opportunities and memorable 
experiences. Whether in the classroom, on educational visits, through sporting 

competitions, performances, clubs, fundraising events or the many everyday 

moments that make school life so special, our children have continued to impress 

us with their enthusiasm, resilience and kindness. They remain, as always, at the 

heart of everything we do, and I couldn't be prouder of all they have achieved. 

 

Next week promises to be a memorable one as we celebrate our wonderful Year 

4 children before they move on to their middle schools. Saying goodbye is always 

bittersweet. It has been a privilege to watch them grow in confidence, develop their 

talents and become fantastic role models for our younger children. We wish every 

one of them the very best for the future and know they will go on to achieve great 

things. 

 

A huge thank you also goes to our Year 4 parents and carers who organised such a 

fantastic Leavers' Party last night. It was a wonderful evening that gave the children 

the opportunity to celebrate together and create memories that will stay with them 

for years to come. 

 

Congratulations to Black Team for winning this year's Sports Morning. The 

competition was incredibly close across all four teams, with every child 

demonstrating excellent teamwork, determination and positive attitudes 

throughout the morning. Well done to everyone who took part. 

 

We were also delighted to continue the tradition of the Sam Challis Celebration 

Trophy during this year's Sports Morning. The trophy holds a very special place in 

our school community and is awarded each year to the team that best demonstrates 

the values that Sam himself represented so strongly: teamwork, perseverance and 

kindness. 

 

Although Sam left us many years ago, his memory continues to inspire our children 
and reminds us that sport is about so much more than winning. It is about 

encouraging others, showing respect, supporting your team and giving your very 

best. We are grateful to Sam's family for allowing us to continue this wonderful 

tradition and for helping us celebrate the qualities that make Hillside such a special 

place. 

Children in Year 1 – 4 

return to school on  

Thursday 3rd 

September. 

 

Wednesday 

22nd July 

 

 
 

Children finish 

at 3pm as usual 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Update Friday 17th July 2026 
 

Like many of you, I was disappointed to see England's Men's Football 

World Cup journey come to an end. Sport has a wonderful way of 

bringing people together, and it has been fantastic to see communities 

across the country getting behind the team. While disappointment is part 

of both sport and life, these moments often teach us valuable lessons 

about resilience, perseverance and looking forward to the next 

opportunity—qualities we encourage in our children every day. 

 

As another successful year draws to a close, I would like to thank 

everyone who helps make Hillside such a special place. 

 

To our incredible staff, thank you for your unwavering commitment, care 
and dedication to every child. 

 

To our Local School Committee, thank you for your continued challenge, 

support and encouragement throughout the year. 

 

To our wonderful volunteers who generously give their time to hear 

children read and support school life, thank you—you make a genuine 

difference. 

 

To our remarkable PTA, thank you for your tireless fundraising and for 

organising so many enjoyable events that enrich the experiences of our 

children. 

 

To all our families, thank you for your continued support, encouragement 

and partnership. We simply couldn't do what we do without you. 

 

To those families moving on this summer, thank you for everything you 

have contributed to our Hillside community. We wish you every 

happiness and success for the future. To those returning in September, 

we look forward to welcoming you back for another exciting year. And 

to the families joining Hillside for the very first time, a very warm 

welcome, we can't wait to meet you and begin your journey with us. 

 

Finally, and most importantly, thank you to our incredible children. They 

continue to amaze us every single day with their curiosity, kindness, 

determination and enthusiasm. They are the reason we all come to work 

each morning and the reason Hillside is such a happy and successful 

school. 

 

We are looking forward to making the most of our final three days 
together next week, including our Year 4 Leavers' Performance, our final 

Assembly and the many special moments that always accompany the end 

of another school year. 

 

On behalf of everyone at Hillside First School, thank you for your 

continued support throughout the year. I hope you all have a wonderful, 

restful and well-deserved summer break, and I look forward to writing 

to you again at the start of the new academic year. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Mr Graves 

 

Monday 20th July 

14:00 

Year 4 Leavers 

Assembly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As another school year comes to an end, we would like 
to say a fond farewell to our fantastic Year 4 children 
as they prepare for the exciting next step in their 
education. We are incredibly proud of everything they 
have achieved during their time at Hillside and know 
they will continue to shine in their new schools. We 
wish each and every one of them the very best of luck 
for September and the adventures that lie ahead. 
 
We also say goodbye to three valued members of our 
Hillside family. After an incredible 25 years of 
dedicated service, Mrs Pain is retiring. We also bid 
farewell to Mr West, who has been part of our school 
for 7 years, and Mrs Buckley, who has given 12 years 
of dedicated service. We thank them all for their 
commitment, care and the positive difference they 
have made to the lives of so many children and 
families. 
 
From everyone at Hillside, we wish our Year 4 pupils, 
Mrs Pain, Mr West and Mrs Buckley every happiness 
and success for the future. You will always be a special 
part of the Hillside family. 

Well done to everyone who took part in 
this year's Sports Morning! 

 

Here are the final team results.  
Congratulations to all our teams for 

giving it their very best! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lola received her 
Bronze Award at 

Brownies recently. 

Fantastic Lola, well done! 

We are so proud of her for 
persevering to achieve this. 

Amazing Luna, well done! 

We are so proud of Luna, she 
did her first park run on Sunday 

and really enjoyed it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very well done to Millie, Hannah, Jessica & Amarra. 

Jessica, Hannah, Amarra and Millie represented their cheerleading 

club at Cheerfest last weekend. The girls performed in front of 

hundreds of people across both Saturday and Sunday, showing 

great confidence, teamwork and dedication. Special congratulations 

also goes to Millie, who received an award during the event. 

At her first Cheerfest with RCA Cheer, 

Millie received the Junior 1 Award, a 

special award chosen by her coaches.  

 

Millie attends cheer alongside fellow 

Hillside pupils Hannah, Jessica and 

Amarra, who have all worked 

incredibly hard and achieved fantastic 

success in cheerleading. 

This award recognises not only Millie’s cheerleading ability, 

but also her kindness, enthusiasm, hard work, positive 

attitude and excellent team spirit. Her coaches said, 

“Everyone knows who Millie is before they even meet her,” 

highlighting the positive energy and encouragement she 

brings to those around her. 

 

We are incredibly proud of Millie and her friends for their 

dedication, teamwork and wonderful achievements! 

Cheerfest Success! 

Millie’s 
Special Award 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Hillside First School, we believe that looking after our mental wellbeing is just as important 
as looking after our physical health. For children (and adults too!), feeling calm, happy, and 
supported helps us all to learn and grow. 
 
To help families nurture positive mental health at home, we have created a dedicated 
Wellbeing section on our school website.  This space is filled with practical ideas, helpful 
tips, and links to trusted resources to support children’s emotional development and overall 
wellbeing. 

Mental Health 

Matters 

Each week we will feature a resource that offers 
expert guidance and practical parenting tips. 

We hope you find these suggestions helpful and 
supportive. 

This week’s focus: “Helping your child develop 
talents” 
 

Every child has unique talents, which can be innate or 
developed through learning and practice. Supporting their 
interests without forcing them allows talents to grow, 
boosts confidence, resilience, and creativity, and 
strengthens parent–child relationships. 
 

Information and video can be found here. 

https://www.hillsidefirstschool.org/parents/mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/article/helping-your-child-develop-talents
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/services-in-schools/mental-health-services-for-parents-and-carers/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 
 

Club Booking Information 

MONDAY 

Creative Dance 
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) 
16:00–17:00 (Year 3-4) 
 

 
Book here for Year R-2 
Book here for Year 3-4 
Password: Hillside2026 
 

Computer Xplorers 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 
 

 
Book here 
 

TUESDAY 

Mad Science 
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

WEDNESDAY 

Lego Creators 
15:00-16:00 (Year 2-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

THURSDAY 

Arts, Crafts & Mindfulness 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

FRIDAY 

Rocksteady Music School 
Lessons take place in school 
 

 
Book here 
 

Gymnastics 
15:00-16:00 (Year 3-4) 
16:00–17:00 (Year R-2) 
 

 
To register, email here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School offers a wide range of after-school clubs to enrich 
children’s learning and creativity beyond the classroom. From dance to music 
and computing, there’s something for every child's interest and development. 

https://www.dorsetcreativedance.co.uk/book
https://www.dorsetcreativedance.co.uk/book
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
mailto:office@headoverheelsgymnastics.co.uk
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
mailto:office@headoverheelsgymnastics.co.uk
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126

