RESPECT

Wie treat everyone with .
kindness and care

w AMBITION
CS We aim high and
‘ belleve In oursstves, things are chadlenging

"‘ PERSEVERANCE
6 We keep going, even when
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Welcome back to the new academic year. It’s great to be back!

It always feels a little strange during the INSET days when the children aren’t in school, so it has
been lovely to welcome everyone back this week. It has also been a particularly exciting week for
our Reception children, who have had their first days at school. What a special moment! We are
really looking forward to getting to know them and watching them settle into life at Hillside.

This week, we have had an assembly recapping our three school rules, Ready, Respectful and
Engaged, as well as our three school values of Respect, Ambition and Perseverance. During Monday’s
assembly, we linked the values of Ambition and Perseverance to the story Dream Big, written by
Deloris Jordan, Michael Jordan’s mum, which tells the story of his dreams and determination to
succeed.

Across the school, we have also been working hard to establish our high expectations, routines and
behaviours for learning. The children have responded really well, and it has been fantastic to see
everyone getting back into the routines of school.

Hopefully, you will have had the opportunity to read the Home Learning letter that was sent home
earlier this week. There is also an opportunity to attend our Parent Reading Workshop, led by Mrs
Palmer. | would really encourage you to attend if you are able to. We will also make sure the slides
are uploaded to the website following the session for those who are unable to attend.

A quick reminder about morning drop off

Could | please ask for your support with our morning drop off routine? | know it is the first week
back and we have had some particularly wet weather, but we have received some feedback from
parents about the long queues of traffic along Hillside Road.

This appears to be happening when cars are parking in the drop off zones rather than dropping
children off and moving on. If you would like to walk your child into school, please park in a
designated bay if one is available, or safely on the road, rather than using the drop off zone.

The drop off zones are intended for a quick drop off at the start of the school day, which helps to
keep traffic moving and makes things easier for everyone.

Thank you, as always, for your support and cooperation with this.

We're on Instagram!
We are now also on Instagram! If you would like to keep up to date with some of the exciting things
happening at Hillside, please follow us using the link on the side of the newsletter.

We are looking forward to an exciting term, with lots of great learning opportunities and activities
planned for the children.

Hopefully, you’re all finding your groove again and getting back into the old routines!
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of the school.

Have a great weekend.

Mr Graves
Headteacher
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We are delighted to invite you to our Reading Workshop, designed
to support you in helping your child become a confident, fluent
and enthusiastic reader.

‘,3 What we'll cover: &C\ We will also:

Share practical strategies for
overcoming common challenges
and supporting reluctant readers.
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® A brief overview of our phonics
programme — how we teach children
to recognise sounds, blend them

together to read words and develop ® Explore ways to keep expectations
accuracy and fluency. manageable, build positive reading
habits and encourage your child

® How phonics links to the books your without making reading feel like
child brings home and how you can a chore.
reinforce these skills through
everyday reading practice. i? Our aim

@ Modelling effective 1:1 reading For you to leave feeling informed,
strategies, showing you how to make reassured and confident about
the most of your child’s reading time supporting your child at home —
at home. with a clear understanding of how to

help them when they are successful,
when they make mistakes and when
they need a little extra encouragement.
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f_&:{};‘fﬁims & Thursday 15th October
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We look forward to welcoming you
_ and working together to support your child’s
N T reading journey.
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Administering
Medicines

If you wish school staff to administer
medication to your child, parents must
complete the consent form which can
be obtained from the school office.

Staff can only administer medicines
prescribed by a doctor and only when
a child needs to take 4 doses in a day.
All medicines must be in their original
box or container and include the
instruction for administration.

If your child uses an inhaler, can you please
ensure that we have a spare one in school.
All inhalers are kept in class with your

child for easy access.

All medication needs to be in date with the prescription
label attached.

An asthma form for your child needs to be completed.
Please speak to the school office. If you are unable to
pop in, please let us know and we will send a form home
with your child.

Allergies in School

Can we remind parents that we are a nut
free school.

We have a number of children in school
with allergies and ask for your support
by not sending nuts or nut-based
products in your child’s lunch
box, such as Nutella.
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Keep us updated!

Please make sure your child’s
details are up to date, including
address, telephone number,
emergency contacts and ay medical
information. You can update this
directly through your Arbor portal.

@ Arbor

. J

Diarrhoea and vomiting?

There’s no specific cure for stomach bugs such as Norovirus
Going to your GP puts others at risk of infection. Treat symptoms at home

stay hydrated

take paracetamol

stay at home for two
days after symptoms clear

prevent spread
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First School ~ ~"TEmgg 2335 your child’s new school place?

Is your child due to leave their current school in July 2027
p m Vm and transfer to the next school in September 20277

Tuesday 6" October - 09:00
Wednesday 14” October - 17:00
Tuesday 10" November - 09:00

[ £ Hillside 15’4R51~""°5e~ Do you need to apply for

’ ! Dorset
Residents
Apply
Now

Secondary applications - Closing date 31 October 2026
* Primary - Secondary School * Middle - Upper School

Primary applications - Closing date 15 January 2027
= Starting School *Infant - Junior School # First - Middle School

- e
Dors#t residents apply online at: Yt Scan here
dorsetoouncil gov.uk/apply-school-place ) 3 3
or call 01305 221060 &
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09:00 Movie Night wrsday 17th
Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 Chr!stmas Entertainment

Friday 9th Friday 13th Friday 18th
World Mental Health Day Mufti Day in exchange for tombola Chnstmas Party Day
donations for our .
Wednesday 14th Christmas Fayre g::grr"u;' davl '
New Parents Open Evening Monday 16th - Friday 20th towear party .
17:00 Anti Bullying (Friendship Week) . Clothes.
: .
Tuesday 20th B Friday 20th -
~ Parent Consultations © Ff}da;y”z’“ - ¢ Children in Need Fﬂl;d:tyd?;th
c Wednesday 21st ~ Halfra. Friday 27th Z of term
, Term

PTA Event

Parent Consultations
Christmas Fayre



Hillside First School offers a wide range of after-school clubs to enrich
children’s learning and creativity beyond the classroom. From dance to music
and computing, there’s something for every child's interest and development.

Booking Information

Creative Dance
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) Book here for Year R-2
16:00-17:00 (Year 3-4) Book here for Year 3-4
MONDAY
Computer Xplorers :
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) Comi ngSoon
BRS Football Club
15:00-16:00 Book here
TUESDAY Mad Science
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) Book here
Lego Creators
WEDNESDAY | 15:00-16:00 (Year 2-4) Book here
Arts, Crafts & Mindfulness
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) Book here
THURSDAY Gymnastics
15:00-16:00 (Year 3-4) Book here
16:00-17:00 (Year R-2)
Rocksteady Music School
FRIDAY Lessons take place in school Book here

Hillside Pre-School Breakfast

& After School Club

Hillside Pre-School also offers a Breakfast Club and After School Club
for children attending Hillside First School and Hillside Pre-School.

e Breakfast Club runs daily from 07:45

e After School Club is available:
OMonday to Thursday: 15:00-18:00
UFriday: 15:00-17:00

For more information, please contact Hillside Pre-School on 01202 820679 or visit www.hillsidepreschool.org



https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sdfjb-20260907150000
https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sglc6-20260907160000
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://brs.wufoo.com/forms/mmlzyyh1ycid1g/
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://head-over-heels-gymnastics-s.classforkids.io/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org

