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. where children are \
= at the heart of everything we do! \

<5 AMBITION
6 We aim high and

belleve In oursetves,

RESPECT :
Wie treat everyone with .
kindness and care :

things are chadlenging

’a PERSEVERANCE |
6 We keep going. even when

Headteacher Update Friday 18* September 2026

It has been another busy week at Hillside First School!

We had a visit from Nick the Vic on Wednesday, who led a lovely assembly linked to
kindness. On Thursday, we held our first Celebration Achievement Assembly of the year. This
morning, Vocalise joined us to share news of an exciting project that we will be taking part in
with other local schools in the run-up to Christmas. Further details will follow very soon!

Our Reception children will also be joining us for assembly for the first time on Monday next
week, which we are all very much looking forward to.

It has been an absolute treat walking around school this week and seeing how well our
Reception children are settling into their new school. Every time | go into Reception, | seem
to leave with another collection of drawings that the children have created especially for me!
They have certainly been keeping me well supplied!

Year | have been busy starting their learning about Verwood and have been working hard on
one more and one less in maths, as well as developing their pencil grip and handwriting.

Year 2 have been learning about the seasons and linking this learning to their writing.

Year 3 and 4 have been learning about the Stone Age. They have particularly enjoyed the
story of Stone Age Boy and have now made a start on Stig of the Dump. In Science, they have
also been learning about the skeletal system. One child was very keen to share their
knowledge with me, telling me, “Mr Graves, an adult has 206 bones, but children usually have
more because they haven’t fused at this point!” | love the facts that our children pick up and,
more importantly, their enthusiasm for sharing them!

We would also like to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you to Tracy Pearson for her
continued contribution to Hillside. Tracy is continuing in her role as Chair of the PTA and,
over the summer, she has worked incredibly hard to improve our shared area outside the
Year 2, 3 and 4 classrooms. With help from members of her family at times, she has painted
the area and also put together all of the new furniture. We really do appreciate the time,
effort and care she continues to give to our school. Thank you, Tracy!

We would also like to say a big thank you to Verwood House Care Home for their very kind
gift of a coffee machine for our staffroom. | am sure it will be very well used!

Finally, just a reminder that we have our school photographs on Monday, so please ensure
that children come to school in their school uniform. We also have our African Drumming
Workshop taking place on Friday, which promises to be a great experience for the children.

Have a great weekend!

Mr Graves
Headteacher
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Little Owls | 90%
Little Owls 2 97%
Barn Owls | 98%
Barn Owls 2 96%
Tawny Owls 95%
Snowy Owls 98%
Eagle Owils | 94%
Eagle Owils 2 99%

Whole School 96%
Target

(97% +

The school day begins
at 08:40
Gates open at 08:30
School finishes at 15:00
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Max played in a Lynx Tour golf tournament at
Sturminster Marshall and came first in his Under 7’s
group. He also played in a team event there during
the summer holidays, and his team came first too.

’We are so proud of all the hard work
and dedication Max has put in to
practicing his golf this year.
Well done, Max.

Over the summer, Josiah did the Verwood
Horticultural society scavenger hunt to collect lots
of items from nature and summer days out. He
also worked really hard to decorate the bag.

Josiah won the prize for the best
decorated bag for his age group!




A huge thank you to Tracy from our PTA for
painting the Year 2—4 shared area and giving our
ELSA room a lovely makeover. We really appreciate
all your hard work!

A big thank you to our PTA for providing our lovely
new bookshelves. They are a fantastic addition to
school and will help us to keep our books organised
and easily accessible for the children to enjoy.

A special thank you to Verwood House Care
Home for kindly donating a coffee machine for our
staff. Thank you for thinking of us!

o
N
| | Ifyour Oid uses an Inhaler, can you please
ensure that we hawe a space one in school -
A¥ inhalers are kept In <lass with your
child for easy acoess.

Al medication needs to be in date with tha presoription
label attached.

An asthma form far your chid needs to ba completed
Please speak to the school office. If you are unable to
pop In, phease ket us know and we wit sena a form home
with your child

Keep us updated!

Mease make sure your childs
detads are up to date, ncluding
avoress, telephone number,

3 ohid neads to take 4 dosas i a day.
Al mecicines mest be In thelr originad
Dax or container and ncdude the
nstruction for administration.
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Allergies in School I

Can we remind parents that we are & nut
froe scheol,

We have a number of chidren in school

th aliergies and ask for support contacts and ay medical
;;notwg::ln;uziorm:::m:bw Informanion, You can update ths
PrOduCts i your chla’s lunch k@, ' ciractly through your Arbor potal.
box, such as Nutella ,‘v..'!_ ‘
| Arbo
) &

Diarrhoea and vomiting?

There's no specific cure for stomach bugs such as Norovirus
Going to your GP puts others at risk of infection. Treat symptoms at home

i~

take paracetamol provent spread

stay at hame for two
days after symptos clear

Fﬁday

Friday
Wednesday Thursday
Wednesday Thursday
Tawny Owls & Monday Tuesday
Shewy Owls Monday Tuesday
Eagle Owlis 1 & Tuesday Thursday
Eagle Owls 2 & Tuesday Thursday
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Open Events

Tuesday 6" October - 09:00
Wednesday 14" October - 17:00
Tue<day 10" November - 09:00

ow o book
lete the booking

r website

17:00 by our
Graves followed by a school tour

SCAN
www. hillsidefirstschool.org ~ 01202 822737 ME!

Do you need to apply for
your child's new school place?

Is your child due to leave their current school in July 2027
and transfer to the next school in September 2027?

Dorset
Residents

Apply

Secondary applications - Closing date 31 October 2026
* Primary - Secondary School * Middle - Upper School

Primary applications - Closing date 15 January 2027
» Starting School # Infant - Junior School * First - Middle School

) '@
Dorsut residents apply online at f;'_‘ %” o Scan here

dorsetcouncil gov.uk/apply-schoal-place
or ca¥l 01305 221060
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D (e A SKY FULL OF STARS &

We are delighted to invite you to our Reading Workshop, designed

® A brief overview of our phonics

10 recognise scunds, blend them
together to read words and develop @ Explore ways to keep expectations
accuracy and fluency manageable, buiid positive reading

& How phonics links to the books your without making reading feel ke
child brings home and how you can a chote
reinforce these skills through
everyday reading practics ﬁ? Our mm

® Modelling effective 1:1 reading For you to leave feeling informed,
strategles, showing you haw to make reassured and confidant about
the most of your child's reading time supporting your child at home -
at home with a clear understanding of how to

Reading - =
WORKSHOP *

¢
wal”

orting your child’s ()
Suprpeadmg journey (v -§.~

b~

pport you in helping your child become a confident, fluent
and enthusiastic reader

hat we'll cover: &0\ we will also:

Share practical strategies for
evercoming common challenges

e — how we teach children and supporting reluctant readers,

habits and encourage your child

help them whan they are successful,
when they make mistakes and when
they need a little extra encouragement.

Thursday 15th October

5.30 - 6.30pm
We look forward to welcoming you !

and working togethar to suppart your child’s
reading journey
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DORSET PARENT CARER COUNCIL

BIG EVENT

Join us for a relaxed FREE information event
for families with children with special
education need and disabilities {SEND)

pri

Moot & talk with

and ask them qu

JHUY Y

There will be lots of organisations
attending that support children with SEND.
such as:

We will also have a special stall at this event where
you can learn more about the Governments

Kingston Maurward
House, DT2 8PY

organisalons. Hear their news F_}u,

Donat foren). Core Cow

education & schools 28
health support

SEND support groups

activities for children with SEND
impartial advice and guidence
and much more

oposed SEND Reforms and share your thoughts!

Free tea, coffes and
relaxed spaces fora
chat,

Meet with other
parents and carers

local

estlons F"O‘ .

. =« Dorset Dorset
i Sl SENDIASS porset




Autumn UPCOMING

=" EVENTS

" September

Tuesday 1st < ._ e
Decemt gr
1)
Wednesday 2nd Friday 4th ’i
inset tay PTA Event ~%
Thursday 3rd Christmas Shop
First Day of Term . -
L3
Monday 21st Q% n
Individual & Sibling Photographs & ‘},.. :
Wednesday 23rd "
PTA AGM - new members welcome : ' N
18:00 at Hillside First School ' Monday 2nd ~
Friday 25th Inset Day Thursday 10th
African Drumming Workshop Monday 9th D chrsstmas.lumper Day
Remembrance Assembly Chlwren’can wear loang
Chrisums umper a
¥ o Tuesday 10th with non-school uniform
New Parents Open Morning -
~October 09:00  Monday et
Christmas Performances
‘ Tuesday 10th Y
Monday5th  sfin PTA Event § 5= Tuesday 15th
Harvest Assembly _ ... Movie Night - Year R and Year 1 Christmas Performances
&\. 'i } l“ i
Tuancuy o Wednesday d1th Chﬂ“s'mas Pel:tv!rmances
New Parents Open Morning PTA Event

09:00 Movie Night wrsday 17th
Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 Chr!stmas Entertainment

Friday 9th Friday 13th Friday 18th
World Mental Health Day Mufti Day in exchange for tombola Chnstmas Party Day
donations for our .
Wednesday 14th Christmas Fayre g::grr"u;' davl '
New Parents Open Evening Monday 16th - Friday 20th towear party .
17:00 Anti Bullying (Friendship Week) . Clothes.
: .
Tuesday 20th B Friday 20th -
~ Parent Consultations © Ff}da;y”z’“ - ¢ Children in Need Fﬂl;d:tyd?;th
c Wednesday 21st ~ Halfra. Friday 27th Z of term
, Term

PTA Event

Parent Consultations
Christmas Fayre



Hillside First School offers a wide range of after-school clubs to enrich
children’s learning and creativity beyond the classroom. From dance to music
and computing, there’s something for every child's interest and development.

Day Club Booking Information
Creative Dance
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) Book here for Year R-2
16:00-17:00 (Year 3-4) Book here for Year 3-4
MONDAY
Computer Xplorers :
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) ComingSoon
BRS Football Club -
15:00-16:00 Book here
TUESDAY Mad Science
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) Book here
Lego Creators
WEDNESDAY 15:00-16:00 (Year 2-4) Book here

Arts, Crafts & Mindfulness
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) Book here

THURSDAY Gymnastics
15:00-16:00 (Year 3-4) Book here
16:00-17:00 (Year R-2)

Rocksteady Music School
FRIDAY Lessons take place in school Book here

Clubs starting at 3.00pm
The children will go directly to the club from the classroom and leave by the school’s main
entrance. If you have any questions, please contact the relevant club provider directly.

Hillside Pre-School Breakfast

& After School Club

Hillside Pre-School also offers a Breakfast Club and After School Club
for children attending Hillside First School and Hillside Pre-School.

._% - » ',_;' - ‘y’
4 .
e Breakfast Club runs daily from 07:45 -
e After School Club is available:

UMonday to Thursday: 15:00-18:00

UFriday: 15:00-17:00

For more information, please contact Hillside Pre-School on 01202 820679 or visit www.hillsidepreschool.oqu



https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sdfjb-20260907150000
https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sglc6-20260907160000
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://brs.wufoo.com/forms/mmlzyyh1ycid1g/
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://head-over-heels-gymnastics-s.classforkids.io/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org

