
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Little Owls 1 90% 

Little Owls 2 97% 

Barn Owls 1 98% 

Barn Owls 2 96% 

Tawny Owls 95% 

Snowy Owls 98% 

Eagle Owls 1 94% 

Eagle Owls 2 99% 

Whole School 96% 
Target 

 
 

The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 18th September 2026 
 

It has been another busy week at Hillside First School! 
 
We had a visit from Nick the Vic on Wednesday, who led a lovely assembly linked to 

kindness. On Thursday, we held our first Celebration Achievement Assembly of the year. This 
morning, Vocalise joined us to share news of an exciting project that we will be taking part in 

with other local schools in the run-up to Christmas. Further details will follow very soon! 
 

Our Reception children will also be joining us for assembly for the first time on Monday next 
week, which we are all very much looking forward to. 

 
It has been an absolute treat walking around school this week and seeing how well our 

Reception children are settling into their new school. Every time I go into Reception, I seem 
to leave with another collection of drawings that the children have created especially for me! 

They have certainly been keeping me well supplied! 
 

Year 1 have been busy starting their learning about Verwood and have been working hard on 
one more and one less in maths, as well as developing their pencil grip and handwriting. 

 
Year 2 have been learning about the seasons and linking this learning to their writing. 
 

Year 3 and 4 have been learning about the Stone Age. They have particularly enjoyed the 
story of Stone Age Boy and have now made a start on Stig of the Dump. In Science, they have 

also been learning about the skeletal system. One child was very keen to share their 
knowledge with me, telling me, “Mr Graves, an adult has 206 bones, but children usually have 

more because they haven’t fused at this point!” I love the facts that our children pick up and, 
more importantly, their enthusiasm for sharing them! 

 
We would also like to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you to Tracy Pearson for her 

continued contribution to Hillside. Tracy is continuing in her role as Chair of the PTA and, 
over the summer, she has worked incredibly hard to improve our shared area outside the 

Year 2, 3 and 4 classrooms. With help from members of her family at times, she has painted 
the area and also put together all of the new furniture. We really do appreciate the time, 

effort and care she continues to give to our school. Thank you, Tracy! 
 

We would also like to say a big thank you to Verwood House Care Home for their very kind 
gift of a coffee machine for our staffroom. I am sure it will be very well used! 
 

Finally, just a reminder that we have our school photographs on Monday, so please ensure 
that children come to school in their school uniform. We also have our African Drumming 

Workshop taking place on Friday, which promises to be a great experience for the children. 
 

Have a great weekend! 
 

Mr Graves 
Headteacher 

Monday 21st 
September 

 

Individual and sibling 
photographs.  

 

Please come to school 
in full uniform. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhillsidefirstschool%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBkMFV2OTFQUXoxQXozTnlnc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHutF1dZ8DW28Nj19RF4gntAdIGrm46d4V7SubfqyOtWiSLgPEJo_CNsBiw92_aem_fnVMUf7yi7Ux9PO6wyg1Zg&h=AUD5GAE40PxQYi2lpp2mdKCUJRRXg7JUbD0Q0Po0gQgj23LPAzwCX06oGcfDTcOoZ4ep-VOZ3o0zio69jwH0m3VmvosVU-JJXijHouiNw8732VuBhGFh1iSQX31rGF4lP95k3-Qazs0KEQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUA3oi8F2GmZSrsTVWztJFF2NB-WiUfu7V_2CefYWzdRcJKJoCdYekzu9kgUIwQ61rRJDt4rkhp8HtlmaDUH5eEFTFuQ4NtcNdc6lZDML0MPZyg_gMw_JD7hvptHHJWmHZHYLDhF_1qUeWD9gYJ3Fv2-yjcudOaGd2opzTiBlg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Owls 1 
Little Owls 2 Barn Owls 1 

Barn Owls 2 

Tawny Owls Snowy Owls Eagle Owls 1 Eagle Owls 2 

Joining in 
October 

Joining in 
October 

Edward Blossom 

Maeve Oscar Lola Luca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max played in a Lynx Tour golf tournament at 
Sturminster Marshall and came first in his Under 7’s 
group. He also played in a team event there during 
the summer holidays, and his team came first too. 

We are so proud of all the hard work 
and dedication Max has put in to 

practicing his golf this year. 
Well done, Max. 

Over the summer, Josiah did the Verwood 
Horticultural society scavenger hunt to collect lots 

of items from nature and summer days out. He 
also worked really hard to decorate the bag. 

Josiah won the prize for the best 
decorated bag for his age group! 
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A huge thank you to Tracy from our PTA for 
painting the Year 2–4 shared area and giving our 
ELSA room a lovely makeover. We really appreciate 
all your hard work! 
 
A big thank you to our PTA for providing our lovely 
new bookshelves. They are a fantastic addition to 
school and will help us to keep our books organised 
and easily accessible for the children to enjoy. 

 

A special thank you to Verwood House Care 
Home for kindly donating a coffee machine for our 
staff.  Thank you for thinking of us! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 
 

Club Booking Information 

MONDAY 

Creative Dance 
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) 
16:00–17:00 (Year 3-4) 
 

 
Book here for Year R-2 
Book here for Year 3-4 
 

Computer Xplorers 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 
 

 
Book here 
 

TUESDAY 

BRS Football Club 
15:00-16:00 

 

 
Book here 

Mad Science 
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Lego Creators 
15:00-16:00 (Year 2-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

THURSDAY 

Arts, Crafts & Mindfulness 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

Gymnastics 
15:00-16:00 (Year 3-4) 
16:00–17:00 (Year R-2) 

 

 
Book here 

FRIDAY 
Rocksteady Music School 
Lessons take place in school 
 

 
Book here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School offers a wide range of after-school clubs to enrich 
children’s learning and creativity beyond the classroom. From dance to music 
and computing, there’s something for every child's interest and development. 

Clubs starting at 3.00pm 
The children will go directly to the club from the classroom and leave by the school’s main 

entrance.  If you have any questions, please contact the relevant club provider directly. 

https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sdfjb-20260907150000
https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sglc6-20260907160000
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://brs.wufoo.com/forms/mmlzyyh1ycid1g/
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://head-over-heels-gymnastics-s.classforkids.io/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org

