
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Little Owls 1 93% 

Little Owls 2 93% 

Barn Owls 1 98% 

Barn Owls 2 98% 

Tawny Owls 98% 

Snowy Owls 98% 

Eagle Owls 1 96% 

Eagle Owls 2 98% 

Whole School 97% 
Target 

 
 

The school day begins 

at 08:40 

Gates open at 08:30 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update Friday 9th October 2026 
 

We started the week with a wonderful celebration of Harvest Festival!  It was so lovely to hear the children 

singing their Harvest songs with such enthusiasm; they certainly helped get us all into the Harvest spirit!  
 

We learnt lots of interesting facts about Harvest and had great fun retelling the story of ‘The Enormous Turnip’. 

The children joined in chorally, with some wonderful budding actors helping to bring the story to life.  
 

A huge thank you to all our wonderful families for your incredibly generous donations. We were absolutely 

blown away by your kindness. A special thank you must also go to some very helpful children who came to the 

rescue and helped pack away all the donations. There was certainly plenty to collect and all donations will be 

given to the Ringwood Food Bank to help support local families in our community.  Thank you, as always, for 

helping us to make our Harvest celebration so special. 
 

It’s been wonderful to see our pupils engaged, curious and enthusiastic in their learning, with lots of exciting 

activities and opportunities taking place throughout the week.  This week, Little Owls have enjoyed spending 

time in our forest area and went on a lovely nature walk in the sunshine, exploring and learning about our 
wonderful world as part of RE. They’ve also had lots of fun exploring water and sea creatures, inspired by the 

book of the week, ‘Billy’s Bucket’. The children have been exploring maps and even blasted off into space to 

look at Hillside and Verwood from an aerial view! To finish off a fantastic week, they created some very cute 

little hedgehogs out of clay. What a prickly but creative success! 
 

Year 1 have been busy exploring their local town this week! On Thursday, they headed out on a walk around 

Verwood to discover what makes a town a town. Using the binoculars they made in school, they spotted key 

places and features and recorded their findings on their ‘I Spy’ sheets. Back in the classroom, they became map 

makers and created their own messy maps of Verwood, showing all the interesting places and features they 

discovered along the way. It has been fantastic to see the children developing their understanding of their local 

area through such hands-on learning. 
 

Year two have been exploring our five senses, which culminated in a delicious (and surprising!) taste-test 

experiment. The children had a wonderful time trying to guess different flavours, with salted crisps and sweet 

sugar proving to be firm favourites! In maths, the children have been strengthening their counting skills by 

mastering the 2s, 5s and 10s. The children are now stepping up to a new challenge as we begin counting in 3s!  
 

Years 3 and 4 have been developing their storytelling skills. In Science, they have been learning all about animal 

skeletons and exploring how skeletons help animals to move and survive. They have also been busy in French, 

practising their numbers and developing their confidence in counting all the way to 20!  Well done to everyone 

for another fantastic week!   
 

We are excited to begin our democratic process of finding our school’s new Parliament! We have been 

encouraging the children to think carefully about why they want to represent their class and they will be able to 

explain why their friends should vote for them. Next week, we will begin our voting process, giving everyone 

the opportunity to have their say. This academic year, the successful Year 4 representatives will become Prime 

Minister and Deputy Prime Minister. A Parliament member from each class in the remaining year groups will 

then be elected to form our new school Parliament. We wish all of our candidates the very best of luck and look 

forward to seeing our new Parliament take shape!  
 

We have recently had an increasing number of online safeguarding concerns brought to our attention, relating to 

children’s use of devices and online platforms at home. As children spend more time online, it is important that 

we continue to work together to support them in making safe, positive and responsible choices when using the 

internet.  
 

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be delivering some age appropriate online safety sessions, reminding 

children how to stay safe online, recognising when something doesn’t feel right, knowing who they can talk to, 

and understanding the importance of being kind and respectful online.  We would encourage all parents and 

carers to take some time to talk with their children about their online experiences and, where appropriate, 

check the devices, apps and platforms they are using. Please take a look at the advice and guidance for some 

helpful tips on supporting young people to stay safe online.  
 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Palmer 

Celebration 
Assembly 

Our Celebration 
Assembly now take place 

on Friday morning. 

Parent 
Consultations 

 

These take place on 

Tuesday 20th and 
Wednesday 21st 

October.  

Just a reminder to book 
your appointment on 
Arbor by Sunday 18th 

October 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Owls 1 
Little Owls 2 Barn Owls 1 

Barn Owls 2 

Tawny Owls Snowy Owls Eagle Owls 1 Eagle Owls 2 

Freya-Rose 
Nevaeh Elsie Rowan 

Norah Erika Logan Violet 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to all of our Hillside First School and Pre-School families for your incredibly kind and 
generous donations to the Ringwood Foodbank. 

Your generosity and support will make a real difference to 
local families and individuals who may be struggling at this 
time. We are so grateful for the kindness shown by our 
Hillside community and for helping us to support those in 
need within our local area. 
 
Thank you for helping us to make a difference! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to 
everyone who kindly 
donated.  
 
Together, we raised 
an amazing £113, 
which will be donated 
to MIND, helping to 
support mental 
health and wellbeing. 

‘Wear it Yellow’ Mufti Day 

Friday 9th October 
Today, the staff and children have come together to raise awareness of the important work undertaken by 
the charity Young Minds. The national campaign, led by the charity, encourages everyone to wear a splash 
of yellow to raise awareness of young people’s mental health & show support for one another. 

In school, we have spent some time 
thinking about our emotional well-being 
and mental health and considered how 
important it is to talk to people about 
how we are feeling. 
 
It was lovely to see everyone getting 
involved and helping to spread the 
important message that our mental 
health matters. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://brs.wufoo.com/forms/m1y3wyu0mkxkyl/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 
 

Club Booking Information 

MONDAY 

Creative Dance 
15:00-16:00 (Year R-2) 
16:00–17:00 (Year 3-4) 
 

 
Book here for Year R-2 
Book here for Year 3-4 
 

Computer Xplorers 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 
 

 
Book here 
 

TUESDAY 

BRS Football Club 
15:00-16:00 

 

 
Book here 

Mad Science 
15:00-16:00 (Year 1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Lego Creators 
15:00-16:00 (Year 2-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

THURSDAY 

Arts, Crafts & Mindfulness 
15:00-16:00 (Year1-4) 

 

 
Book here 
 

Gymnastics 
15:00-16:00 (Year 3-4) 
16:00–17:00 (Year R-2) 

 

 
Book here 

FRIDAY 
Rocksteady Music School 
Lessons take place in school 
 

 
Book here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillside First School offers a wide range of after-school clubs to enrich 
children’s learning and creativity beyond the classroom. From dance to music 
and computing, there’s something for every child's interest and development. 

Clubs starting at 3.00pm 
The children will go directly to the club from the classroom and leave by the school’s main 

entrance.  If you have any questions, please contact the relevant club provider directly. 

https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sdfjb-20260907150000
https://bookwhen.com/dorsetcreativedance/e/ev-sglc6-20260907160000
https://dorseteast.computerxplorers.co.uk/project/46800
https://brs.wufoo.com/forms/mmlzyyh1ycid1g/
https://madsciencewessex.classforkids.io/info/126
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://bookwhen.com/innavibe#focus=ev-sopgb-20260715150000
https://head-over-heels-gymnastics-s.classforkids.io/
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/schools/
http://www.hillsidepreschool.org

