Headteacher Update Ist December 2023

Greetings! It's wonderful to step into December with the festive spirit continuing across
our school and just 24 sleeps until Christmas! The school is buzzing with excitement as
Christmas decorations have gone up across the school, including our indoor Christmas
tree. In addition, our performance staging is ready to showcase the talents of our children
during the upcoming Christmas performances.

Whilst watching the news this week, | was interested by a report highlighting the challenges
some children faced in speech and language development during lockdown, due to a number
of reasons. This underscores the importance of reading in unlocking doors for our children.
At school, we prioritise reading through various initiatives, including phonics programs, daily
reading lessons, library time, and an overarching emphasis on reading in our curriculum.
Your continued support in fostering a love for reading at home, documented through your
child's reading record, is invaluable and we really value this.

On Thursday, we had a visit from Liz West, our Trust CEO, who commended our school
for the exemplary engagement, high expectations, and dedication displayed by our children.
The sense of belonging felt by all children was also noted. | am, as always, very proud of
the children and the whole staff team!

| wasn’t expecting to see snow yesterday and | managed to capture the image below. This
caused a lot of excitement amongst children (and adults). As the cold weather persists,
please ensure your child is equipped with a warm coat, hat, and gloves.

Looking ahead to next week, some of our Year 4 children will be spreading joy by singing
Christmas Carols at Verwood Care Home, and our annual Christmas Fayre on Friday 8th
December, promises festive fun for all. A heartfelt thank you to our PTA for organising this
special event. Additionally, the Christmas Story Writing Competition concludes on the
same day, so encourage your child to participate if they haven't already.

Wishing you a fantastic weekend.

Healthy regards,

DATESTO
REMEMBER

Friday 8t December
Christmas Jumper Day
Christmas Fayre

Tuesday |2th December
Celebration of Achievement
Afternoon
[15:00 — 16:00 straight after
school

Thursday |4t December
Christmas Party Day

WEEKLY SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE
Little Owlsl 93%
Little Owls 2 80%
Tawny Owis | 99%
Tawny Owils 2 99%
Tawny Owils 3 98%
Snowy Owils | 98%
Snowy Owils 2 97%
Snowy Owls 3 90%
Whole School 95%

Target

Good

Gates open at 08:30
Gates close at 08:40
The school day begins
at 08:40
School finishes at 15:00

Maths Information
Event

Wednesday 6
December

Year R and |: 15:45 — [6:45

Year 2-4: [7:00 — 18:00
Please come along with
your child and see how
we teach maths at




Congratulations to the following children for being our
latest Stars of the Week:

Tawny
Owis |
Estella

Hot chocolate time!
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Gompetition
Write a story with a
Christmas theme.

o o A A A A A A
Enter your story by

Friday 8th December.

If you would like to submit your entry electronically, then please e-mail
office@hillsidefirstschoal.or

There are lots of prizes on offer!
There will be winners from each year group as well
as an overall winner, which will be chosen by our
School Librarians.

winning entries will be sent to
Bournemouth Hospital.

HERE’S THE IMPACT OF

READING 20

MINUTES PER DAY!

Astudentwhoreads A studentwhoreads A student who reads

minutes per day minutes per day minute per day

will be exposed to will be exposed to will be exposed to

1.8 MILLION | 282,000 8,000

words per year words per year words per year

and scores in and scores in and scores in

90th PERCENTILE | 50th PERCENTILE| 10th PERCENTILE

on standardized tests | on standardized tests | on standardized tests

VERWOOD
CHRISTMAS
EXTRAVAGANZA

Saturday 2nd December 2023 4pm - 7pm
The Town Council wishes everyone
a very Merry Christmas

Christmas Light Switch on4.30pm Children's fair ride
Mulled wine Face Painting Fireservice BBO Verwood Concert
BrassBand Carolsinging Forest FM Candy floss & doughnuts
Blf in the Window comp [Prizes of vouchers to Odeon Cinema)
Blitter Face Painting Meet Santa Claus & much more!

f @VerwoodTown Council |

towncouncil@verwood.gov.uk | 01202 820880




CARE HOME

’&  CHRISTMAS FAIR

Join us for afternoon full of festive activities!

&

@@ VERWOOD HOUSE @@

“

Verwood House care home
42-44 Ringwood Road
Verwood, Dorset BH31 7AH

Christmas | drinks |
stalls

FREE ENTRY

Please note: some stall holders will only accept cash e
Dayments

Running club

Running club will be back again on Tuesday 5%
December.

ARIZS
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Thursday 14% December

FREE MUFTI

Children can weer

°
~their Christmos
paty outfits
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Christmas Shop
Thursday 7t December
Friday 8t December

Buy Christmus gifts ior‘ ']1:.\_!':!1‘1.\,. i
L'.‘u‘cr.“.i. grandparents at Lz..a\ cach.
e 2 per child. Available 1©
op on parentmail

Limited te
purchase in the sh

Christmas
Holidays

‘Thuredayv 14th Decemb

Wednesday 3rd J:

Children can

wear a Chrisimas

jumper o school wilh
non-scheol uniform

Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 13" December

Book your festive
lunch with
Chartwells by
Sunday 26™
Neovember

Chwistmos
Performomnces

Our Christmas performances will be held
on the following dates in December:

Monday 11* December
09:15 - Year 3/4 Christmas Concert
13:45 - Year 1/2 Nativity & Carols

Tuesday 12" December
09:15 - Year 1/2 Nativity & Carols
13:45 - Little Owls Nativity

Wednesday 13t December
. 09:15 - Little Owls Nativity
13:45 - Year 3/4 Christmas Concert

Tickets are £1 per person and lmited to 2

per family due to the capacity of the hail.
Tickets will go on sale on

ParentMail during November.
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Tuesday 2"
INSET Day

Tuesday 23"
National Handwriting Day

Friday 29" March to
Friday 12" April
Easter
Holidays

vﬁs

ary

Monday 15%
Children return to school

@
?ebru

Friday 19"
Friday 2" PTA Event
NSPCC Number Day break the rules day
Monday 5"

Parent Consultations

DONT BREAK

~ Tuesday 6™
fo— \_Sjafer Internet Day

THE RULES

) Wednesday 7th

“ " Pparent Consultations Monday 22"

Monday 12*" - Friday 16*"

Half Term
Monday 19
INSET day Class and Year 4
leavers photographs
Friday 23"

. PTA Event - School Disco

www.hillsidefirstschool.org ~ 01202 822737 ~ office@hillsidefirstschool.org
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CD'Q/EIA\-Ira,E AFTER SCHOOL DANCE CLUB
=

Fun and creative dance
classes for children

Hillside2023!

-

=

Monday 3pm - 4pm Reception, Years 1 & 2

Monday 4pm - 5pm Years 3 & 4

— RIPPA TO BOOK YOUR SPACE
ISITR

P,
L RUGBY VISIT RIPPARUGBY.CO.UK

COACHING & GAMES

DESIGNED TO DEVELOP CORE RFU VALUES
OF SPORTSMANSHIP, TEAMWORK, RESPECT,
DISCIPLINE AND ENJOYMENT.

ages 4-13 years old.

TO BOOK YOUR SPACE

VISIT RIPPARUGBY.CO.UK

EMAIL STUART@RIPPARUGBY.CO.UK
CALL STUART ON 07899 268265

Poole Forest School After

School Club at Hillside

Thursday 11th January - Thursday
21stt March

Tools, shelter building,
bushcraft, patural crafts
campfire ing and much

istered for

ou

est. 2019

FOREST
SehooL

POOLE

BOOK ONLINE
https://forms.gle/VRb1265DTXSsv
k8y5
www.pooleforestschool.com
mdrina@pooleforestschool.com

Hillside First School are pleased to offer
the following clubs:

Monday

15:00-16:00 — Computer Explorers (Year 3-4)
15:00-16:00 — Creative Dance (Year R-2)
16:00-17:00 — Creative Dance (Year 3-4)

Tuesday

07:55-08:20 — Running club

08:00-08:30 — Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club
12:00-12:30 — Sports & Fitness Lunch Club
15:00-16:00 — After School Football Club

Thursday
15:00-16:00 — Rugby (Year R-4)
15:00-16:00 — Forest School (Year 1-4).

Friday

Lessons in school — Rocksteady

15:00-16:00 — Computer Explorers (Year 1-2)
15:00-16:00 — Dodgeball
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15:00-16:00
MONDAY
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