
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 8th December 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Christmas Fayre 

 

Tuesday 12th December 

Celebration of Achievement 

Afternoon 

15:00 – 16:00 straight after 

school 

 

Thursday 14th December 

Christmas Party Day 

Maths Information 

Event 
 

Wednesday 6th 

December 

 
Year R and 1:  15:45 – 16:45 

 

Year 2-4:  17:00 – 18:00 

 
Please come along with 

your child and see how 

we teach maths at 

school. 

 
 

WEEKLY SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE 

 
Little Owls1 93% 
Little Owls 2 80% 
Tawny Owls 1 99% 
Tawny Owls 2 99% 
Tawny Owls 3 98% 
Snowy Owls 1 98% 
Snowy Owls 2 97% 
Snowy Owls 3 90% 

Whole School 95% 

Target 

 
 

Gates open at 08:30 

Gates close at 08:40 

The school day begins 

at 08:40 

School finishes at 15:00 

Headteacher Update 1st December 2023 

 

Greetings! It's wonderful to step into December with the festive spirit continuing across 

our school and just 24 sleeps until Christmas! The school is buzzing with excitement as 

Christmas decorations have gone up across the school, including our indoor Christmas 

tree.  In addition, our performance staging is ready to showcase the talents of our children 

during the upcoming Christmas performances. 

 

Whilst watching the news this week, I was interested by a report highlighting the challenges 

some children faced in speech and language development during lockdown, due to a number 

of reasons. This underscores the importance of reading in unlocking doors for our children. 

At school, we prioritise reading through various initiatives, including phonics programs, daily 

reading lessons, library time, and an overarching emphasis on reading in our curriculum. 

Your continued support in fostering a love for reading at home, documented through your 

child's reading record, is invaluable and we really value this. 

 

On Thursday, we had a visit from Liz West, our Trust CEO, who commended our school 

for the exemplary engagement, high expectations, and dedication displayed by our children. 

The sense of belonging felt by all children was also noted.  I am, as always, very proud of 

the children and the whole staff team! 

 

I wasn’t expecting to see snow yesterday and I managed to capture the image below.  This 

caused a lot of excitement amongst children (and adults).  As the cold weather persists, 

please ensure your child is equipped with a warm coat, hat, and gloves. 

 

Looking ahead to next week, some of our Year 4 children will be spreading joy by singing 

Christmas Carols at Verwood Care Home, and our annual Christmas Fayre on Friday 8th 

December, promises festive fun for all. A heartfelt thank you to our PTA for organising this 

special event.  Additionally, the Christmas Story Writing Competition concludes on the 

same day, so encourage your child to participate if they haven't already. 

 

Wishing you a fantastic weekend. 

 

Healthy regards,  

 

Mr Graves 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children for being our 

latest Stars of the Week: 
 

Little 
Owls 1 

Luis 

Little 
Owls 2 
George 

 

Tawny 
Owls 1 
Estella  

 

Tawny 
Owls 2 

Brigitte 

Tawny 
Owls 3 

Jack 

Snowy 
Owls 1 
Bella 

Snowy 
Owls 3 
Lake 

 

Snowy 
Owls 2 

Leo 

 

 

Hot chocolate time! 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Running club  
 

Running club will be back again on Tuesday 5th 

December. 
 

 
 

 



 

        



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Hillside First School are pleased to offer 
the following clubs: 
 

Monday  
15:00-16:00 – Computer Explorers (Year 3-4) 
15:00-16:00 – Creative Dance (Year R-2) 
16:00-17:00 – Creative Dance (Year 3-4) 
 

Tuesday 

07:55-08:20 – Running club 
08:00-08:30 – Sports & Fitness Breakfast Club 

12:00-12:30 – Sports & Fitness Lunch Club 

15:00-16:00 – After School Football Club 
 

Thursday 

15:00-16:00 – Rugby (Year R-4) 
15:00-16:00 – Forest School (Year 1-4).   
 

Friday 

Lessons in school – Rocksteady 

15:00-16:00 – Computer Explorers (Year 1-2) 
15:00-16:00 – Dodgeball  


